
“We know how not to make the big mistakes 
so that everything goes pretty smooth now,” 
Roberds said.

Compared to shooting a feature, music 
videos are quicker to produce and offer their 
own creative challenges.

From filming to editing, a typical turn-
around time for a video is a couple of 
months; a film can take years to complete. 
Shooting usually takes two days. The atmo-
sphere on set is more relaxed — there’s beer 
and everyone is in a good mood. Still, the 
duo won’t abandon film completely. “Music 
videos are a lot more fun, but we still intend 
to go back to film every now and then,” 
Roberds said. 

Having a creative partner has its benefits. 
Both can aid each other in the editing pro-
cess. Sometimes when the pair is up in the 
early morning editing a video, they can get a 
little antsy. “The night we finished (‘A Plague 
So Pleasant’), I was moving one frame here 
to one frame here for about an hour,” said 
Roberds. “I just moved this frame back and 
forth.” Red Bull and coffee fuels these late-
night sessions.

Concepts for the music videos bubble up 
in a stream of  consciousness. But Reyes 
said their approach to making videos has 
improved over time. They use HD videos 
but stay within their low budget by using last 
year’s models. 

That’s what Reyes has learned from doing 
“A Plague”: “It doesn’t really matter what 
you’re working with; it’s just what you do 
with it.” Adds Roberds, “It matters what 
you’re painting, not what kind of paintbrush 
you’re using necessarily.” Since they have had 
experience, there’s a lot less guesswork than 
there had been in the early days. There’s no 
fear of  experimentation with imagery and 
trying new things. 

When conceptualizing a video, solitude is 
key. “You talk out loud and be completely 
free to think through something and really 
go with it,” said Reyes. Roberds believes the 
process is ritualistic. When writing, he usu-
ally has a go-to song he plays on repeat as 
backdrop. His current song of choice is “Oh 
My Love” by Riz Ortolani. 

Songs, too, inspire the videos. “Athens is 
such a great town to find music videos to 
make,” Roberds said. “Every sound has a 
vision. If  there’s a swell you want the camera 
to have that motion as well.” Right now, the 

pair volunteer their time making videos for 
friends and local bands, since people aren’t 
always willing to pay to have a video created. 
They hope that eventually they’ll be able to 
profit from video making.

Generally, people know what they’re get-
ting into when they approach the duo. They 
can expect upbeat videos with a comical 
tone, even in the sternest songs. “Even the 
serious videos are still kind of humorous in 
their own way,” said Reyes. High production 
imagery that accentuates their songs is also 
an expected trait.

Local garage rock band Cars Can Be Blue 
offered the filmmakers their first chance at 
music video production for a Halloween-
themed song called “Lie.” Made in October 
of last year, “Lie” features the band perform-
ing in a ’60s mod setting. Criminals square 
off against a man who is pixilated in a mul-
titude of  colors. “We’re very (inventive) in 
doing things that look like they’re big budget 
on a small budget,” Roberds said.

Reyes and Roberds said it’s important to 
find an artist with a unique sound. “We rep-
resent the music through the video but they 
represent us through the work. If  we pick a 
really generic artist then I feel like it won’t 
make us stand out apart from the pack,” said 
Reyes. They found that unique quality with 
T.S. Woodward, a multi-instrumentalist and 
singer-songwriter and composer based in 
Athens.

For Woodward’s video, “Blue Ribbon,” 
the directors enlisted trapeze artists. “It’s 
like a collaboration,” said Reyes. “(The art-
ists) have their own idea in their head of 
that the song is. I think the important thing 
is to make something bigger than what they 
imagined.” 

The experience has bolstered the filmmak-
ers’ confidence as creators, even in a rock-
dominated arts scene. “I feel like we’re pret-
ty talented in this filmmaking aspect,” said 
Reyes. Even though it’s music that generates 
the most attention in Athens, the city is still 
great for making movies and music videos. 
“It may not necessarily be a film-watching 
town, but this is the best filmmaking town,” 
said Roberds. “Everyone here is passionate 
about what they do, and that’s the best thing 
you can have on set.”

• Athens Banner-Herald intern Kiertsen Willis is a stu-
dent in the University of Georgia’s Music Business 
Program. 
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in the fall, and I like it. Such 
splendor, such emotional 
fulfillment. The view is 
overwhelming. You literally 
inhale what appears before 
your eyes. You stand in awe 
of Mother Nature displaying 
her most emotionally stimu-
lating handiwork. Surely she 
had nothing to do with the 
deserts and the jungles. If  
she did, it was like an artist 
painting a bad picture, just 
once. She saved her best for 
the mountains, the lakes and 
the trees.

It would be hard to argue 
that no place has more 
brilliance when it comes 
to autumnal color than 
Vermont, but who can take 
off and get to Vermont on 
short notice? If  you live in 
Georgia, fall color is within 
two hours for most residents. 
North Georgia has some of 
the most beautiful fall scen-
ery you can find.

Take a drive up to Blue 
Ridge from anywhere and 
you are smitten by the 
North Georgia hardwoods 
and their resplendent color. 
Small towns will soon be 
showing off their harvest 
scenes and if  you know 
where to find it, somebody 
will have wild trout on the 
menu for dinner. Humility 
takes over in the fall. You 
can’t brush up against nature 
in the fall without being 
grateful and humble.

Fall is a time when many 
school kids take on science 
projects that sometimes have 
to do with the leaves chang-
ing their color. Many of us 
learned in school why the 
leaves turn this time of the 
year. From the Internet, you 
can refresh yourself  with the 
facts about the leaves chang-
ing their color. 

“As summer ends and 
autumn comes, the days get 
shorter and shorter. This 
is how the trees ‘know’ to 
begin getting ready for win-
ter. During winter, there is 
not enough light or water 
for photosynthesis. The trees 
will rest and live off the 
food they stored during the 
summer. They begin to shut 
down their food-making fac-
tories. The green chlorophyll 
disappears from the leaves. 
As the bright green fades 
away, we begin to see yellow 
and orange (and red and 
rust) colors. Small amounts 
of these colors have been in 
the leaves all along. We just 
can’t see them in summer 
because they are covered up 
by the green chlorophyll.”

Every season of the year 

brings something special to 
enjoy. Even when it is cold 
and damp outside in winter, 
we can look forward to the 
spring when the flowers will 
remind us how wonderfully 
Mother Nature blesses us. 
I always look forward to 
spring, but usually my focus 

is in fast-forwarding mode, 
looking ahead to the fall. It 
is about here and that “can’t 
wait” anticipation has come 
to pass. Glory, Glory.
• Loran Smith is a contribut-

ing columnist for the Athens 
Banner-Herald. Email him at 
loransmith@sports.uga.edu
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