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Hi, Carolyn:
My best friend, who is also my roommate, sometimes makes com-

ments to me such as, “You act so different around X group of friends,” 
even though there have been hardly a handful of times when we have all 
been in one room. 

I have no idea what change in behavior she is referring to, but these 
comments really get to me. Whether they are true or 
not, I believe they are really petty and a reflection 
of her own personal crap she has going on. What are 
some ways I can respond? 

     — L.
You can respond humbly and open-mindedly, in a 

way that befits a “best” friendship, and without the 
acute defensiveness on display in your letter.

Maybe: “Huh — I’m not aware of any differences. 
What do you mean?” Or, “Do you have examples to 
help me understand?” Or even, “You know me so 
well — if  you see something, that’s important.”

A “handful of times” is no small sample for her 
to work with, and “a reflection of her own personal 

crap” is no small accusation. Please put more value in the friendship 
right now than you do your ego, and have the courage to follow up on 
her comments with a wide-open mind. 

Dear Carolyn:
I’d love to get your opinion on a topic that frustrates me a bit: kid 

dominance. For instance, a friend who recently gave birth was talking 
sheep about another girlfriend for having failed to acknowledge the birth 
of her child, and for having the audacity to invite her to a work event. 
Her words: “No one cares about her job, I mean, I just had a baby.” 

     As a woman who is not planning on having kids, this stung. My 

By Kiersten Willis
news@onlineathens.com

Vignettes of  everyday people 
hang above the bar at Hendershot’s 
on Prince Avenue. Their intimate 
stories are printed on paper cards 
underneath the frames.

SJ Ursrey noticed the portraits 
as soon as she entered the cafe.

Hendershot’s is a familiar place 
to Ursrey. She performed here in 
early November at a CD release 
luau for her first solo effort, “Amer-
ican Beach,” the first release under 
her new stage name, Honeychild.

She scans the wall for a while, 
a mystified look in her eyes.  Her 
mouth is slightly ajar as if  gazing 
at framed photos of music legends. 
She’s clearly in awe. The faces have 
captured her attention. She relates 
to them only through a black-and-
white photo and small caption. 

It makes sense, then, that Ursrey 
draws strangers toward her through 
music. Following the release of 
“American Beach,” she’s received 
feedback saying how pleasantly 
stirring the record is.

She accomplished this by being 
herself. 

 “I think the main difference 
between my music now and my 
music before is the authenticity,” 
said Ursrey. “I’m ready to share.”

Her music is earnest, which is 
apparent in her words and the 
way she performs. The singer’s 
voice cascades over breezy, relaxed 
instrumentation and takes the lis-
tener away from their daily lives, 
if  only for 11 tracks. These songs 
inspire reflection on one’s true 
desires in life.

Ursrey’s connection to music 
runs deep; it helped her through 
a tough childhood. The sounds 
of  ’80s pop music from Michael 
Jackson and a live double tape of 
crooners Frankie Valley and the 
Four Seasons were included in her 
early repertoire. 

 “I remember putting records on 
and feeling OK if  I wasn’t before,” 
said Ursrey.  “And if  I was feeling 
OK then feeling totally awesome 

Sunny Side uP
The recent musings and 

opinions regarding the circum-
stances of the assassination 
of President John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy brought about a 
motivation to contact an old 
friend who covered the events 
in Dallas and has a thorough 
knowledge of what took place 
on that fateful November day a 
half-century ago.

Francois Pelou worked for 
Agence France-Presse, the 

global news 
service that 
is the French 
equivalent to 
the Associ-
ated Press. A 
news veteran 
of the Korean 
conflict and 
the Vietnam 
War, Francois 
was based in 
New York 

when he was directed to hurry 
to Dallas in November l963. 
A man with exceptional intel-
lect and remarkable instincts 
for gleaning facts in a dramatic 
scene such as the Kennedy 
assassination, this distinguished 
French newsman holds the firm 
belief  that Oswald was without 
accomplice in the shooting of 
the president.

Several years ago, a mutual 
friend introduced me to Fran-
cois, and I have spent countless 
hours at his flat in Paris recall-
ing what took place in Dallas. 
We have had many conversa-
tions whenever we have spent 
time together, including at my 
home in Athens. Nobody could 
have had a closer proximity to 
the action after Kennedy was 
shot than Francois. He was 
elbowed out of the way by Jack 
Ruby, who killed Oswald. Last 
week, he reaffirmed his convic-
tion that Oswald acted alone.

“The work of the Warren 
Commission,” he wrote, “was 
not perfect, but it was seri-
ous. Moreover, its conclusions 
are the same as mine. Oswald 
shot after keeping JFK in his 
sights for almost one minute. 
He missed the first two shots 
and the third hit Kennedy on 
the top of his head. The motor-
cycle cop, who was riding in 
back of the limousine, told me 
a few hours after the shooting, 
when I arrived at the police sta-
tion, that ‘his head exploded.’  
Oswald was not a sharp shooter 
but had the badge of rifleman 
from the Marine Corps. His 
carbine was excellent and his 
stand set up at the window 
(Texas School Book Deposi-
tory), was perfect. For almost 
one minute the limousine was in 
his sight moving slowly toward 
him. If  he didn’t shoot earlier, it 
was because of the sun reflect-
ing on the pavement, which par-
tially blinded him. Psychologi-
cally, it felt safer shooting when 
the car turned left and from the 
rear. For me, there is no ques-
tion Oswald acted alone.”

When I asked about Oliver 
Stone, the movie producer who 
disagrees with the findings of 
the Warren Commission, Fran-
cois was blunt and to the point.

“He knows for many years 
there is no money, books or 
movies, if  you go along with 
the conclusions of the Commis-
sion.”

One of the most interest-
ing developments which took 
place in the Jack Ruby killing 
of Oswald, according to my 
French friend, is something that 
you never see in print. The plan 
was to move Oswald from the 
Dallas Police Department to 
the county jail. When the police 
chief met with the media, he 
informed them that they would 
be bringing Oswald down an 
elevator and immediately put 
him in a waiting car parked 
nearby.

“I object to that,” Francois 
quotes an ABC newsman. 
“(The newsman) wanted to be 
able to show Oswald walking in 
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Local musician Honeychild connects a warm destination 
with new fans through her new album, ‘American Beach’

Contributed
SJ Ursrey’s new record, “American Beach,” celebrates the destination in both a physical and a literal sense.
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Lyrics, photos combine 
for new holiday décor
Instead of huddling around a photo album, put your pictures 
on display by turning them into holiday decorations. Follow 
these step-by-step instructions to learn how to turn your fam-
ily images into more than wall art. PAGE E3
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Which has more value: 
Friendship or your ego?


